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The following pages reveal the detailed account of my theoretical and
practical experiences as a student and assistant teacher in the Trinity
Methodist Church. I worked in this church as an assistant teacher for the
period between September 1970 to 1972. It was a great experience to work in
a new situation as I compare it with that in India. My involvement has given
me a deeper Insight of the meaning of Christian Education which will be bene¬
ficial to my people.
In my essay, I have dealt with the practical as well as the theoretical
aspect of Christian Education. The first part deals with the theory of Chris¬
tian Education including administration and organization of the school, while
the other half deals with my practical experience with the Junior in mind, ex¬
plaining the traits and the activities of the junior and the way the church
school could help the child to grow to the best of his potentialities in the
presence and the fear of God.
I am indebted to my instructors Mrs. S. Yohan and Dr. J. Jackson for the
guidance and help throughout the period. Their constant help and encourage¬
ment gave me the hope to work in the new situation. Last but not least I am
thankful to the entire staff who have helped and guided me directly to the
deeper understanding of my commitment, and have helped me to enrich my faith
by exploring into the field of theology to find the truth and apply it into
any situation.
"The test of Christian Education is what it does for
people... Only that education which actually equips a person
to participate in his world is worthy of the name. Only that
Christian Education which brings to bear on that participation
the gifts and demands of the gospel is worthy."
- Dr. Howard M. Ham
Part I
INTRODUCTION
Importance of Christian Education; - From the very beginning of the church,
teaching has been very important. Some of the vivid pictures of Jesus have
to do with the teaching, when children came to see him, in homes of his friends,
from boats near the sea shore, walking through the fields, and meeting the
crowds. The Christian Church has been a teaching church. The teaching mini¬
stry of the church grows out of a deep and steadfast purpose which is the heart
of the gospel.
This is the time of rapid change and advancement, a sincere Christian thinks
as what can be done to meet the needs of the present age. How can we educate
people to live and minister in the times of this change? In this change it is
the duty of the church to provide appropriate opportunities to the people who
could respond to the call of God.
Christian education is important, because it seeks to help the child grow
in the understanding of the Good news, it helps him to grow in wisdom and
stature and in the sight of God. Christian education has a task of nurturing
each new generation in the discipline of the Lord. However God is the main
actor in all Christian nurture, Christian education is the labor and travail
of the church by which God's act becomes embodied in human lives.
Christian education will help the individual to interpret the gospel in
such a way and assist his fellowmen to live a wholesome life.
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The Meaning and purpose of Christian education; - The church has a definite
mission. Educational ministry is one of the vital part in the entire ministry
of the church in the fulfillment of the mission. Let us consider some of the
definitions of the Christian education. According to Calvin:
"Christian education is the process through which the
church seeks to enable persons to understand, accept, and exem¬
plify the Christian faith and way of life. It is the effort
to enable them to comprehend the full meaning and latent possi¬
bilities of human nature as revealed in Jesus Christ and in the
light of modern knowledge, to help them establish and maintain
the relationship with God and with other persons that will lead
toward the actualization of their highest potentialities, and to
engage and sustain them in continuing endeavor to realization the
will and purpose of God for themselves and for all mankind."
Emphasizing the Christian education, Wycoff states that,
"The Church has a definite mission. Christian education is
one of the ministries by which she seeks to fulfill her nature
and perform the mission. It involves the efforts of the Christian
community to guide both young and adult persons towards and ever-
richer possession of the Christian heritage and a fuller partici¬
pation in life and word of the Christian fellowship."
Sherrill conceive it as participation:
"Christian education is the attempt, ordinarily by the members
of the Christian community, to participate in and to guide the
changes which takes place in persons in their relationship with
God, with the Church, with the other persons, with the physical
world and with one’s self."
1
Little, Lawrence C. Foundation for a philosophy of Christian Ed.. p.l93.
2
Wycoff, D.C. Theory and design of Ch. Ed. Curriculum. Philadelphia,
Westminster Press, 1961, p.21.
3
Lewis, Sherrill. The Gift of Power, Macmillan Pr., 1955, p.82.
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Christian education is the help and training that the church wants to
give to the child in order that he may develop a harmonious and integrated
personality and may learn to use his powers and live as God wants him to live.
Thus "Christian education means telling the story of God's mighty acts in such
a way that the lestner participates in the dialogue and comes into an engage¬
ment with God in his daily life, and therefore he sees the meaning of his life
in a new way, and his is reborn daily with Christ as he lives in community as
a Christian in the world." ^
Christian Education is not just a part of the local congregation's acti¬
vities; it permeates every phase of her life. Christian education is Involved
in the total program of the church, educationally conceived, planned, and carried
forward." ^
1
Taylor, Marvin J., An Introduction to Christian Education. Abingdon Pr.,
1966, p.l8.
2
Miller, A.O. Invitation to Theology. The Christian Education Press,
Philadelphia. (1958) p.l64.
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Alms and objective of Christian Education; - To be theologically valid and ed¬
ucationally sound, Christian Education has specific goal or objective.
"The objective of Christian Education is that all persons be aware of God
through His self-disclosure, especially his redeeming love as revealed in Jesus
Christ, and that they may know who they are and what their human situation means,
grow as sons of God rooted in Christian community, live in the spirit of God
in every relationship, fulfill their common disclpleship in the world and abide
in the Christian hope." 1
The objective clearly indicates that Church's educational ministry is
addressed to man's fundamental and universal questions; Who am I? Why am I here?
Where am I going? Who is God? Who is my neighbor?
This leads to the following conclusions: -
1. All persons implies the evangelistic thrust of Church's teaching
ministry, which is not limited to the church fellowship but fellowship
all over the world.
2. Rooted in the Christian community, indicates the centrality of the
life of the entire Christian fellowship, in its total life and work of
Christian nurture.
3. Awareness and response indicate the inward and outward mission as
it relates to the social and ethical implications of the gospel.
Cooperative Curriculum Project. Curriculum Plan, Stage V., New York:
Department of Curriculum Development, Division of Christian Education,
National Council of Churches, U.S.S., 1962, p.4.
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4. It seeks the redemption of man in all his relationships, personal
and social that is to love in the spirit of God in every relationship,
fulfill their common discipleship in the world.
5. It provides direction and perspective for the entire educational




The Curriculum; - The educational process involves the social setting in which
education takes place, the teacher, the pupils, the goals, methods used time
available, and other factors. The curriculum is the sum of all the factors which
contribute towards the growth of Individual's potentialities.
The Church's curriculum, by its inherent Christian character, must deal
with the following elements:
1. The Christian experience of man under God. The divine dimension of rea¬
lity in light of the gospel.
2. The Christian experience of man's relation to man, the human dimension
of reality in light of the gospel.
The Christian experience of man within the world, in natural dimension of
reality in light of the gospel.^
The Context of Curriculum: - The context of the curriculum for Christian education
is the Christian community, the church, the fellowship of persons who we alle¬
giance to Jesus Christ, thus the curriculum becomes a reality through the action
of the worshiping, witnessing, nurturing community. This community has a life,
a message, a mission, and a heritage to communicate which are best communicated
within the Christian fellowship of Love." ^
The curriculum should be designed to inculcate on the minds of the learner to re¬
spond to the call of God. That is, the learner should listen to the gospel and
explore the whole relationship in the light of the gospel. He should also dis¬
cover the meaning and values of this relationship in the light of the gospel




The following elements should be kept in mind in designing the curriculum:
1. Objective: The objective provides a way of focusing the various
facets of the Christian religion so they can be articulated in the program.
2. Design: Curriculum is an educational architecture. It is the arrange¬
ment of materials and experiences. Bible, songs, stories and other activities
are important for it.
3. Organizing Principle: The organizing principle is the formula by
which the design is carried out. It sets a starting place for the educational
efforts.
4. Comprehensiveness: The materials should be comprehensive and all the
important areas of thought and action should be given the proper consideration.
5. Balance: The time alioted to each topic of the curriculum tells its
balance.
6. Sequence: It should be arranged on some logical movement to take
care of the whole age span. The material used in one stage should prepare the
person for the next stage of development.
7. Interpretation: Every curriculum is an interpretation of the Bible.
It is an interpretation of contemporary life, because it is an organized effort
to provide meaning for the Church's Theology that can be understood.^
Curriculum for religious education must realize the aims of religious educative
process. It must stimulate and direct the thirst on the part of the pupils to
travel along the highways and byways of normal Christian experiences.
1




Christian Education for the Juniors: - By the time a child reaches the junior
level he should have a warm and personal relationship to God the Father. It
is the aim of Christian education to help the child at each level to grow to
his fullest ability, dealing with his life within the context of Christian con¬
cept and values.
The Junior should be able to grow through each experiences to know God and
should be aware of some aspects of the life of Jesus. It is through Christian
education that the understanding and value of faith could be communicated which
will lead the individual to the praise and thanks giving to the Lord. He
should grow in the right relationship with God in all his experiences. His un¬
derstanding of prayer and his ability to pray should increase. In his fellow¬
ship he should be able to find joy, satisfaction, and love which is expressed
in his inter-personal relationship.
This is the age of emotions, attitudes and activities, Christian education
should help the child to make right decisions. Our aim should be to bring each
pupil to the acceptance to the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior. His biblical
knowledge should grow. He should be helped to grow and believe that the Bible
is the inspired word of God written by the people. He should be able to know
the stories of Jesus' birth and childhood and his many acts of Love, and help¬
fulness which will lead him to such acts. He should be helped to think of
Jesus as the Great teacher who showed us how to live.
The Juniors should be guided to use the Bible himself and should make pro¬
gress in his understanding. Training for church membership should be provided
for the Juniors. They should be able to understand the organization, customs,
and ordiances and beliefs of the church. They should become familiar with the
Church's efforts which make the world a better place where peace, justice and
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goodwill will abide. In worship services and fellowship they should be helped
in finding more ways of understanding each other and sharing their deeds in
carrying the Christian message to others.
To sum up "Christian Education for the children is concerned with discover
ing themselves to express their own feelings in worship and witness." ^
1
Taylor, Marvin. An Introduction to Christian Education, Abingdon Press, 1966
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Characteristics of the Juniors: - This group Includes the children from about
nine to twelve, the boys and girls approaching puberty during the period. This
brings changes in the physical and in attitudes and behavior. This age corres¬
ponds to the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades which reflect wide varieties of
interest and appearance, it presents problems for the boys and girls who find
it hard to understand what is happening to them.
This is the time for the personality development and it can be seen that
this group is reasonable, dependable and responsible persons that can under¬
stand explanations. They want to be treated equally as adults. They have a
strong sense of what is fair and just, and they are quick to defend anyone who
appears to be treated unfairly.
This age group has the potential for self-direction. One can concentrate
for hours without adult supervision on an activity in which one is interested.
The things which do not Interest him will be frustrating for his growth. This
is the period of perfecting skills. Whatever he wants to do, he wants to do it
better. His knowledge and Interest can be worldwide. He has the growing under¬
standing of other persons, their rights, their problems. He can feel some em¬
pathy for others to enter into the feelings of other persons.
This age group is able to make decision and needs guidance. They feel more
responsible to carry out the plans if they have a part in making it. They are
reasonable, but they want adult to consider their reasons also. This age gives
importance to the gang. They have the ability to think abstractly. He should
be helped to answer the questions of his own regarding God's world and what he
aspects his children and his people to make his purposes real in the world.
Keeping in view the above mentioned characteristics the church's Christian
Education must provide adequate situations to help him grow. The following facts
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can be kept in mind:
1. The Junior child is controlled by Ideals and is a hero worshipper. The
qualities of hero may be attached to the real man, his father, mother, teacher.
It is the dear person that is worshiped. The church must assist in the forma¬
tion of the ideals by bringing before the child the lives of God's noblemen of
all ages. Parents must become companions of their children and bring them into
the presence of great religious personalities that their examples may knidle in
the young minds the religious impulse. This is the age when children need the
companionship of adults.
2. The Church School should emphasize the verbal memory at its best. This
should be the period of drill. The books of the Bible, biblical geography should
be taught during this period, also the church hymns, memory chapters, prayers must
be made a part of the child's mental furnishings. The Church rituals and cere¬
mony can best be learned at this period. This is the best time for the church
going hahit and contribution for the church work.
3. The junior child is obedient to the authority. He is content to obey
the rule. The study of the biblical characters who were obedient to God's laws
will fit at this age.
4. Since the child is the hero worshipper, the Church should see that the
hero is not a brave man, or courageousmen, but a good man which means that
goodness must Involve in all the other virtues. There should be an attitude of
good will toward society. Religious training must go along with religious in¬
structions.
The child learns, and the learning takes place in two ways, formal and
informally. The child learns from his associations with his parents, teachers
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and in the group. He also learns In the places where the planned procedure Is
carried out. The teacher has to keep in mind the following guidelines for the
learning purpose, that the learning is the active process, (that is questioning,
examining, exploring and seeking are the active words which need the activity
on the part of the learner). The teacher can make learning more interesting as
every child wants to learn. That is he should engage his interest to find out
the information which he himself wants. Learning must meet the need of the
learner, where the words, ideas and points of view become a real part of the in¬
dividual .
Learning must be related to the previous experience. The learning must
be done in sequential steps. And the new learning must be related to the past
experience which will be more satisfying to him.
Curriculum materials for the Juniors: - as already stated that Curriculum for
the Christian Education is the sum of all learning experiences. Curriculum
material should include all activities which children may carry out in their
approach. The following criteria should help in composition of the Junior's
curriculum.
a) The Biographical study of the Bible. The characters should be chrono¬
logically selected from the Bible to unfold the great personalities.
b) The study of the Bible, so that it can be used in future years as one
of the biggest source of Inspiration.
c) Memorizing great psalms and great memory chapters also memorizing of
the church hymns which will lead him to appreciate the masterpieces of religious
art as it relates to the artist.
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Methods of teaching to the Juniors;
1. Dramatization: - The purpose of the dramatic activity is to provide
opportunity for the children to Identify with certain characters whose roles they
play. This helps them feel as the characters felt. It also helps them to see
situations from the viewpoint of another person. It should not be elaborate.
Children always enjoy the dressing up but it should not be elaborate.
2. Puppets are another kind of dramatic activity. The child who is timid
to play the role can throughly enjoy the moving puppet and being the voice for
the character. The children can make their own puppets in the class and they
will enjoy it when they manipulate it by themselves.
3. Choral Reading: - It is the reading aloud by a group of a Bible passage,
poem or other piece of literature which convey the message. This also helps the
children of this age to remember and appreciate the passage. This requires the
use and re-use of the passage which builds the emotional response and more mean¬
ingful for his life.
4. Singing and creating music: - It should be a part of all the living and
learning that make up the child's church experience. Singing a prayer of praise,
an affirmation of faith, or petition for guidance and strength provides for an
emotional tone of mind and will. Music helps to build fellowship in a group.
It helps to release tension when individuals show signs of fatigue or irritation.
Fellowship songs can be used in outdoor activities. The songs should be selected
and related to the experiences of the boys and girls. Listening to music pro¬
vides the way to enter into another's experience. A record player with a good
tone should be available for the use of the class. At the same time the children
should be encourageed to create their music.
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5. Guided reading and Study: - This is the way for the children to find
their own answers to questions. The teacher must help the students who need help
in reading. The questions like use of music in the Bible can be found in Psalms
likewise obedience, loyalty, and other questions which come into the mind of
junior can be found in the Bible with the assistance of a teacher. The teacher
can use the reading or information card for this purpose.
6. Interviews and trips: - Interviews with the minister, the church leaders,
parents, a neighbor, the park ranger, the elected official is an effective method
of getting information. Members of the class can be assigned to interview the
adult during the week and report to the class. Trips are good for information.
It may be a trip to the farm, to a home for the aged or other institution, to
another church or city hall and a visit with a shut-in can help the child of this
age grow fully realizing the situation of other people.
Visual Materials: - Visual aids are one of the most effective method for this
age level. It is true that a picture is worth a thousand words. Under visual
aids we can use objects, flat pictures, projected materials and charts for the
various purpose. The teachers packets supplied by the curriculum board have ex¬
cellent sources for flat pictures. In the church where there is not projection
material these pictures can be used. The pictures provide information, stimu¬
late discussion and focus attention in worship. It is good to file the pictures
after their use.
Audiovisual Materials: - In the church where a projector for filmstrips and slides
are available frequent use will benefit the juniors. Before viewing projected
material the children need to know what they are to look for in the picture.
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What are the questions for which answers may be found in the picture? Objects
and the models also help children to learn a lot. The objects which he can touch
will help him to understand the lives of the past people. A Braille book which
allows children to feel the raised words with their own fingertips helps them
to enter the world of the blind person. It will be helpful if the children make
their model village of the Hebrew home. All these give him the first hand ex¬
perience.
Writing and telling the stories; - Children loves stories. Stories supply in¬
formation about incidents, places and people which children cannot have first¬
hand experience. Stories from the Bible and of the church are the ways for the
children to learn and appreciate the heritage. The stories help the children
to interpret their own experience. The story may suggest a particular project
or activity of the group. The students should be encouraged to write their own
stories based on some verse of the Bible.
Writing Litanies. Prayers; - This age group has rich experience they can express
their ideas and feelings by composing prayer. This can be used for the use of
the entire group in the class.
Posters. Displays. Exhibits; - It help the boys and girls organize their ideas
and these are the ways in which the children may share Information and ideas
with others.
Painting, crayoning: - Children find a great satisfaction in expressing ideas
with color in some form. There must be enough material and space for painting.
The paintings can be displayed also to encourage them.
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Discussion and converfiaMon; - Verbal exchange of ideas between two or more
person is conversation while the discussion carries an additional cannotation
that is purpose. When teacher plans discussions she has a purpose in mind.
She should lead the group in such a way so that they may reach the goal.
Service Projits; - This is the best time to teach to the Juniors to assume the
responsibility in the mission of the church. Special gifts of money may be
encouraged in the units. The meaning of the offering should be explained to
them. Projects requiring the gifts of time and talent are also very important
and should be encouraged.
Worship; - The most important aspect in the Christian Educational program. The
junior child is aware of the beauty around which speaks to him of the wonder of
God. The mysteries of life and death causes him to look for a source beyond
himself and other human beings. He is aware of his mistakes and wrong doings
to someone he cares for forgiveness for which he turns to God for guidance. The
opportunities should help the children for the recognition and expression of
their feelings and ideas. Both planned and unplanned worship experiences are
very important. The material such as scripture, hymns and songs must be related
to the experiences of the boys and girls. Opportunity for worship can be planned
at the close of the session, it should be brief. It is important to create the
atmosphere for the worship.
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The Teacher
"The essence of the Christian religion is not the transmission of information
so much as the communication of a quality of life, the New Being In Christ."^
It is evident that a teacher must do more than to instruct. It is not
enough for him to impart knowledge of the Bible or Christian doctrines, but he
must reach his life and mold his actions. It is right that Sunday School is
the Church of tomorrow.
Martin Luther said, "For my part if I were compelled to leave off
preaching and enter into some other vocation. I know no
work that would please me than of teaching this is
by far and most useful the greatest and the best labor in
the world, and in fact I am sometimes in doubt which of the
two is better, for you cannot teach an old dog new tricks,
and it is hard to reform the old sinner but it is
easy to bend and train young trees." ^
The teacher should have some qualification:
1. The teacher should be a person of faith, if she is the channel through
whom the holy spirit can reach others. She must be in living relationship with
God through Christ. This does not mean that she has to presume that she is the
modal Christian, rather she should think that she lives by the Grace of God
constantly turning to him as the source of all she is and has. She will know
in her personal life the richness of redemption. He who is redeemed finds him¬
self in a new relationship to others. The teacher wants to share the gifts of
God with others.
1
Cully Kendlg B., The Teaching Church, pp.72.
2
Weigle, Luther A.. Pupil and the Teacher, p.l2.
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"The Christian life retains its luster and beauty Insofar as it is released into
the lives of others." ^
2. The teacher is the witness. She will seek to give impression to the
great realities for faith that the Holy Spirit guides herself. She is to en¬
courage the pupils to become truly themselves as God has created them in terms
of their potentialities given to him by God.
3. She is the friend of her pupils, as she is always available when needed
and helps her students. She has a unique opportunity whose presence is streng¬
thening and whose counsel springs out from the deep awareness of the pupils
inner selves. She is the person of prayer and the pupil will know that her words
about prayer spring from the knowledge of prayer. If she is faithful in all
church activities and responsibilities, the students will come to understand and
will be willing to support and be loyal to the church.
4. She needs a careful planning, and the use of good methods of leadership.
She should be always alert to find out the best method for the particular lesson,
and should avoid the repetion of the same method again and again. She should
make each session interesting and use every possible means to get the students
involved in all the activities.
5. She should be able to relate all that is done in class to the life of
the individual and of the congregation and to the larger church in the world.
The pupils should be helped to explore and expand the horizons of Christianity
through the expanded curriculum materials. She should not limit her responsi¬
bility to the local church but relate to worldwide concern. As we know that the
1
Cully, Kendig B. The Teaching Church, p.74.
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gospel of salvation is universal, and the church must teach and preach, and
that every Christian must become aware of his unique position in the whole church
of Christ in the world.
6. The teacher has to grow in two direction. First, she shares the common
life of the whole body, and secondly, she is the guide of the smaller group.
She grows in loyalty to the whole life of the Church of Christ and in the
mastery of methods and techniques that will make her a better teacher of the group
for which she has the responsibility. Both the task enrich and supplement each
other. The teacher should have vital church experience so that she can relate it
with her pupils.
7. She must seek and improve her knowledge of human relations and of per¬
sonality, the ways in which people learn. She should have Increasing knowledge
of the Bible and desire to study and should have ever increasing curiosity to
avail all the good literature.
The teacher is the main spring in Christian Education. She is the one who
can change the Church School from its ineffectiveness program to sincere vigorous
and dramatic experience in Christian living. The Church school needs dedicated
teachers. The question is are we ready?
Duties of the Teacher
The Planning; - The most important aspect of the religious teaching is the
planning. The teacher who is the effective one who gives times to planning. The
teacher who wants to help the boys and girls, develop the concepts and relation¬
ships of Christian ways of behaving and feeling, will take time to plan. Thus
planning is essential to teaching.
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The question arises why plan the lesson? It is evident that by planning
the teacher can accomplish the purpose of the lesson. The time is used effec¬
tively, by following a step-by-step plan and the teacher does not waste the
time in the class session. The unity, order and logical continuity enable the
pupil to understand the lesson, and the planned lesson helps the teacher teach
with confidence and that she can make it more effective. The interesting lesson
plan can obtain the good response from the pupils.
What is a Lesson Plan? "It is a step-by-step arrangement of the material and
methods which the teacher intends to use in order to help the pupil learn.
Keeping in mind the importance of the plan, the plan should Include the following
1. An objective, or aim, the statemtent as what she hopes to accomplish
during the lesson period.
2. Material, are the objects which she intends to use in presenting the
lesson such as pictures, handwork, music, etc.
3. Plan of presentation is the lesson outline in detail, the aid to the
teacher to guide the pupil in the learning process.
4. Evaluation, includes the methods, prodecures and devices by which the
teacher measures the effectiveness of the lesson presentation.
1
Leavitte, G.P.. Teach with success, p.71.
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The Class Rooms Teach; - In any situation If the teacher Is aware of the class
room cleanliness and comforts she can make the session more effective. The
physical setting Is very Important. The Ideal may not be possible In every situ¬
ation, yet the rooms which are used by the children can be clean free of many
things, attractive and Inviting. Above all the attractiveness, teachers are
most Important.
The teacher should have concern for the comfort that Is, the place should
be comfortably warm but not too warm. Windows should be opened for air and the
ventilators to prevent the uncomfortable draft. Sufficient light should be pro¬
vided so that children can see without strain. Window shades shield from glar¬
ing light. If there Is not adequate light coming, then there should be ample
artificial lighting. Chairs and tables should be of the height for this age level,
the chairs should allow their feet to touch the floor.
The teacher should be aware of the cleanliness of the room. The wall should
be painted when needed. Furniture should be kept In good repair. Supplies should
be stored neatly on the labeled boxes. Bulletin boards and other display space
neat and up to date, with the pictures and materials which are to be used In the
session.
Basic supplies: - The following supplies are needed for the use
Basic work material: - Paper, various sizes and colors, pencils, crayons,
paint, brushes, paste, scissors, poster board,
cellophane tape, masking tape, thumbtacks.
Pictures from teaching packets, magazines, books, chosen
according to the units; and general reference books.
Maps, globe, hymnbooks for use of teacher and pianist.
Other essentials: - Offering plate or basket, growing plants and other nature
materials, wastebasket. Objects of Interest from other
lands, vases for flowers, record player, filmstrip pro¬
jector available.
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Essentials for this group: - Bible for each boy and girl
Hymnbook for each
Dictionary
Bible atlas and other Bible
Reference books
. Jewish worship symbols
Film and filmstrip appropriate for the unit.
The teacher should keep the room inviting. It should be fit for the needs
of this age level. This is the age when the children learn through their own
firsthand experience, planning. Investigating, consulting books, handling objects.
The room should provide atleast 25 to 30 square feet per child. All these ideals
will help children growth in the fellowship with others and he will find the




PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES IN TEACHING
THE BRIEF SKETCH OF THE TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
MOTTO
TO UNDERSTAND
As we grow, we learn to understand not only who we are, but how we relate
to this world, to people around us, and to God. A large part of what Trinity
is all about is bridging the gap of understanding between different kinds of
people and helping them to find some purpose for their lives. People here have
found, as Jesus taught, that through living the love that other people just
talk about, we cannot only work miracles in learning to understand each other
and our world, but do something about the problems we find.
The church is located on 265 Washington St., S.W., Atlanta, Ga. The church
was established in the year 1853. It use to be one of the richest churches in
Atlanta area both spiritually and money wise too. The sanctuary is old but is
in good shape. In the year 1920, the additional building was built for the
Church school, so at present the church with its church school serves the com¬
munity with great enthusiasm and zeal. The Integration in 1967 church member¬
ship is 300 people. There are more white elderly people in the church than youth
and adults. The black membership comprise of youth, children and few elderly
folks.
At present the church re-model some of the class rooms to accomodate more
people. Both Black and White members participate in all church activities.
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Division of the Church School
Children Department:
1. Nursery 2 years - 4 years
2. Kindergarten 5 years
3. Primary 6-8 years
4. Juniors 9-11 years
Adult Division:
1. Junior 12-14 years
2. Senior 15-17 years
3. Young adult 18-24 years
4. Adult 25 and above
5. Senior
The Church School facilities:
Classrooms: - Big enough to accommodate 25 children with sufficient
equipment
Audlo-vlsuals: - Projector, screen, recorder, - filmstrips available
from the library
Library: - The church has small library for the members, good collec¬
tion of books, periodicals and weekly magazines are
available In the library
Clubs: - M.Y.F. Good Neighbor Club, Youth Choir
Camps; - The church participates In the Summer camps for all age
levels. Some times week-end camps are organized.
The students either go to Stone Mts. or to some camp
site.
Financial position: - The church Is helped by the Peachtree Road
United Methodist Church, North Georgia Conf., Open
plate gifts. Trustees, Income and gifts for community
house, rentals and miscellaneous Income and form the
church school offerings.
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MY INVOLVEMENT IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL
Preparing myself for Teaching; - It is the requirement for the MRE student to
do the practical work in church or in some church activity. First of all, we
met as a group with our Instructor, who gave us the necessary guidance and
familiarized us with the nature of the work in a particular situation. It was
expected that each student should look for the field where she can do the field
work. Being a foreign student, I found myself in the situation like Alice in
Wonderland. I faced the problem of communication in many situations. Any way,
the problem of communication did not remain the barrier for a long time, and I
found myself in the friendly church. Mrs. P. Bolds helped me and asked me to
help Mrs. Hadrlch in teaching Juniors. Working with each other I found myself
sharing the experiences with each other, which proved to be a very blessed time.
During my teaching period, I made plans a week ahead and had conference
with my instructor, who suggested me with good teaching methods and guided me
with the helpful literature to enrich my experiences. We, as a class met once
a week with the entire group, where we had chance to share and discuss the pro¬
blems as we gained insight by each other's experience. We were given opportunity
to demonstrate one lesson to the class. It was a good experience where we rea¬
lized our drawbacks and we tried to improve it by sincere efforts. Both instruc¬
tors gave me guidance in preparation of the lesson plan. In preparing the plan
I had the following steps on my mind.
1. Preview
2. Prayer





4. Collection, Pictures, Stories, Magazines and Clippings.
5. Reading Bible for worship and inspiration.
6. Evaluation.
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The extra books and periodicals helped me as a source of guidance and enrichment.
From time to time the instructors arranged (the Audio-visual) films for the
better teaching methods and techniques in the church, and were benefited by it.
My Involvement in the Church School: - The School situation kept me aware of the
theory of the field, I tried to create the atmosphere, where the children could
learn and live in love. The atmosphere where they could understand the love of
God in the fellowship. To create good atmosphere it was our aim to reach in the
classroom earlier to take care of the room and arrange it properly so that the
child, when entering would be mindful of the presence of God. Keeping in view
the characteristics of this level, we were mindful of the creative activities
and their involvement in the art and craft.
During our session, time was set aside for the role-play we usually used
the lesson for the role-play. The children enjoyed it. For the creative acti¬
vity, we encouraged them to write in their own books the answer to the questions.
The children valued their own books.
For worship and prayer, we began our session with prayer, song, or reading
the Bible passage of the lesson. Sometimes we wrote the main idea in bold words
and hanged it on the wall and bulletin board.
This is the age when the child learns to share his or her possessions with
others but unless the real significance of the offering or sharing is explained
to the child he will not be able to put an extra effort to help with his small
giving. It was one of our main concern to teach the children about this aspect
of Christian living. During the refreshment, we emphasised the giving for the
good cause, although the offering used to be little but the children were taught
to serve the Lord with their money, time, talent and energies.
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The class participated in the dramas, and reading together the class lessons.
This helped them to read loudly and with the group as well. For the creative
activities children made cards for the occasion like Christmas, Easter, Thanks¬
giving and Valentine Day. Enough time was given to them to express in the art.
It was our aim to help the children to Know the blble and thus with the help
of the teacher they were guided to find out the book and chapter in the Bible.
The question and answer method kept the class alert. We always encouraged the
children to make use of the Biblical Atlas and the Dictionary.
Participation in the Christmas Drama: - The juniors were happy for they were
responsible for the presenting of the Christmas drama to the congregation. The
drama we staged the Star of Bethlehem. The children were excited and put their
very best on the stage. The presents were exchanged after the play which ex¬
pressed the idea of expressing and sharing our gifts with each other.
Sample lesson plan:
Main theme: - Love is here to stay
Topic: - The Big News Love or Parish





Main Idea of the lesson: - In his teachings Jesus reveals that Love is God's
greatest concern. It is the meaning of existence. Jesus commits himself to
practice and demonstrate this love personally, and in the parable of final judge¬
ment specifies that love calls for sensitive awareness and caring for others.
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The Experience and desired outcome; - Individuality and self-expression will be
revealed by the hiding places each person chooses. Hunting for and finding hidden
objects will require paying careful attention to others, and the difficulties
encountered should stimulate thought, self-evaluation, and involvement in the
class.
Procedures: - 1. Teacher will start class by a prayer.
2. The song "We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord.
And they will know we are Christian by our love by our Love.
(The song will convey the meaning of the Christian love and the same
time the children will come closer to each other and appreciate each
others identity)
3. The lesson from the students book Big News Love or Parish
will be read. Teacher will take time to explain all the words
which are in the lesson. Individual reading will be emphasized
until the children will feel that they have understood the
lesson (teacher will help those students who are slow in their
reading)4.For the next few moments, time will be given to the children to
react what they have read, (teacher will ask the children to
choose their partner for this discussion) With the same partner
the children will talk about the three basic qualities of
Christian love. The meaning of tending. Self-giving and truth¬
seeking will be explained in the group.5.For the practice, the Game Discovery will be played. The children
will be given something to hide on themselves. Children will be
asked to list what others have hidden on themselves. After they
have finished all will sit in a circle. Practice of self giving
will give their name and will show what they have hidden. The
rest will check their list. This discovery will allow them for
truth seeking, and there will be a chance to go through the self
giving, and paying attention will make them aware of tending.
Teacher will Invite the children for the discussion.6.The conclusion from the student's book will be read.
"We do a lot of looking, but we do not seee what is there. Lots
of time we lose things that turn out to be right in front of us.
We are blind to them. The same might be said of our hearing. We
listen, but we do not hear. We are deaf to what others say. This
is poor Tending."
Questions will be asked:
1. What was it like for you to go through the Discovery experiences?
2. What did you notice about others in this class session?
3. What bothered you about them?
4. What importance could this have in your life?
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After a brief discussion the class leader will be asked to collect the offering.
The last stanza of the song. We are Christian by our love will be sung and after
prayers children will leave the class.
Evaluation; - The children were hesitant in self-expression. All participated
in the song and loved it. The group discussion and every body's
involvement in the class made the lesson lively. Children were
able to relate the lesson to their daily living experiences. So
much so, Barbara came out with her problem that she could not show
affection to one of her friends who quarreled with her, but she
promised that she will go to her and ask for forgiveness.
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Christmas Play
Characters: - Mary, Joseph, several shephard, two solo parts and several readers.
Choir: - Angels we have heard on high will be sung.
Reader: - Once, long ago, an unusual thing happened. The Jewish people had been
waiting for their Messiah for a long time, yet few recognized him when
he did come.
Hymn: - 0 Come all ye faithful. Joyful and triumphant will be sung.
Bible reading: - Luke 2:8-16
(The shepherds enter and stand on hillside)
Second reader: - And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keep¬
ing watch over their flock by night.
Solo 1: - And a angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them.
The group of boys: - And they were filled with fear.
The group of girls: - And the angel said to them.
Solo 2: - Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which
will come to all the people, for to you is born this day in the city
of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this will be a sign
for you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a
manager.
Reader: - And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying.
The girls: - Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom
he is pleased.
Choir: - While shepherds watched their flocks by night.
(When the angel went away from them into heaven. The shepherds said to
one another)
Boys: - Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us. (The shepherds leave)
All: - And they all went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the babe lying
in a manger. (Scene in the stable with Mary, Joseph, and Baby and
shepherds kneeling)
Hymn: - Away in a Manger, no crib for a bed. The Little Lord Jesus laid down
his sweet head. The stars in the sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
Reader: - Luke 2:17-18 and 20 will be read.
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Recommendations: - I do not want to underestimate the efforts. Trinity Metho¬
dist Church is trying to improve its educational program for both white and
the black members, but still there are areas in which it needs to be improved.
During the period of two semesters teaching, I observed the following:
1. There is lack of leadership in the Church. Very few people are willing to
serve as teachers in the Sunday School. There are few sincere and old teachers
who follow the old methods. The minister should challenge and invite members
to give their time for this big ministry.
2. Minister should at least pay visit to the pupils. It is not enough for him
to be on the pulpit and not to know the pupils when they are at work in the
class, the children will surely appreciate the visit if given in the class.
3. Juniors should be given chance to participate in the worship service once
in a while.
4. Outdoor activities should be planned. The children get tired of the class
room atmosphere, so when the weather is pleasant they should be taken out of
doors, this will be an enriching experience for them.
5. Methodist Curriculum should be the guide, and the teacher should create
her own methods to teach and involve the students in the activities.
6. Children should be encouraged to have their own Bibles. They should be
helped when they study the books and the passages. Also, they should be en¬
couraged to memorize the Bible verses, psalms and stories.
7. Teacher should take the children to the library. There should be enough
books for the Junior level and they should be encouraged to read the religious
books.
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8. The Church should request the organist to come once a month at least to
teach songs to the juniors.
9. Parents and teachers should meet from time to time to plan together, they
should participate In the junior activities.
10. From time to time the teacher should Invite the church members to talk to
this group.
11. Teachers should make use of all the available resources to make the teaching
more effective.
12. Emphasis should be given to the discipline In the church school.
Leading children In their Christian growth Is an urgent task. It requires
time, energy, and the best leaders the church could obtain. Thus a complete
commitment and dedication Is needed for so High a Calling.
In the end, I wish to say that It was a rich experience for me to be a
part of the church activities. The church has great potentialities In It the
Christian Education should find the resources and make the program more dynamic
and meaningful.
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Conclusion; - At this age and time the church needs dedicated men and women
and parents who could prepare God faring people for the coming generation.
It is true that man's efforts are just human, he cannot produce a perfect man,
neither can he give the ready made capsules to make man perfect. Yet, he can
strive and through his efforts the awareness of God's action may be awakened,
and children may respond to God in faith and love.
The task of Christian education is to lay the basic foundation of Christian
faith on which the whole teaching rests. It's not the teacher to make the
child a child of God by telling him so, but by leading him to discover the fact
for himself in the scriptures and in finding it out in his own experience. Thus
the concern of the teacher is to see that whatever he teaches rests on the con¬
viction that God is at work to change the human life. Ultimately, teaching
and learning situations depends upon God's action through Holy Spirit to en¬
rich and guide the process, "The vitality of religion is shown by the way in
which religious spirit has survived the ordeal of religious education."!
Kahlil Gibran in his book The Prophet says, " Your daily life is your temple
and your religion". Are we preparing a temple in which our Lord will come and
abide? In this age of confusion and turmoil there is still a small voice
saying. Feed My Lambs. Are We Ready to take the risk? Here the challenge and
choice is individuals.
1
Isherwood M. Faith Without Dogma. Harper and Row, p.l07.
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